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Tab. 1. 

Partici-
pant

Sex Age Length 
of stay in 
Turkey

Reason of 
coming to 
Turkey

Job Family/partner

A F

B F Maternal 

leave

C F Maternal 

leave

D F

E F

F F Maternal 

leave

G F Maternal 

leave

H M

I F

J F

-

-

Results

-
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I had generally positive feelings. I was wondering what was or was not 
to happen. In Turkey I knew only Istanbul from my earlier business trips, during 
which I was provided with a lot of comfort. Because of this fact my imagination of 
what was to happen was a bit distorted. But my initial feelings were great. I knew 

had been arranged, so my feelings were extremely positive. 
-

constantly. I did not want to stay here; I did not want to be far from my family in the 

to look at the good side of things in Turkey. Finally, I got used to the life here some-
how  When I came, I had no time for any feelings. From the 

Prague, Germany, Cairo and Istanbul. Then I settled down, but my feelings did not 
really change as I had so much work that I had no time left for feelings.

My memories for past then are distorted 
as I was pregnant and I would say the feelings I had were affected by the hormonal 
change inside of me. I had ups and downs.

-

much about the Turkish culture. Not so much into detail. -

Maybe I had some. I was 
afraid of health complications, particularly of diarrhea. So I brought pills with me 

thought that due to the heat the food it would not be good or we would not be used 
to it and might have some problems of this character. And I must say we never had 
such problems.

-

-
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different cultures and so on. So I think that the culture or the customs do not 
have a solid framework. 

-

There are differences based on the social strata or it 
depends on education of the people and so on. As regards mentality in general I 

of upbringing, different type of thinking.

What do you think of the Turkish people?

-
lize about any country, less so if it is so large. But if I have to say something, Turks 

They are people that are open and helpful on one side but closed and suspicious on 
the other. It heavily depends on the locality, on a given situation, on the reactions 

-
gion.When they hold certain values, they are able to do truly a lot for them. They 

seek approval from the outer social environment. 
I am not a big fan of Turkish women. I think 

they are insincere and backbiters. They are like – oh, honey, I like to see you – and 

friend among girls as I think they are insincere

Many times the client came late. This disrespect for others, 

pick up a phone. We ask them whether they are coming or not, and they are able to 

-

is in the family, where the Czech individualism meets the Turkish community-based 
nature. 
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experience; it is very stressful in this city. And I really think it is because of their 

lights and so on… The biggest problem I have had was when I 
went by bus to the Asian side of the city and I felt a lot of fear. I was the last in the 
bus and the driver turned off the lights and put down the bus sign and wanted to 
drive me to the spot I wanted to go. I was to get off the bus at the previous stop but 
he told me he would take me there. I told him several times I wanted to get off, but he 

described him the directions we were heading.

 

have a problem with the language barrier. I am a very communicative person and I 
learned Turkish step by step, even though it was not easy. I think there is always a 
way how to communicate. 

The reason I need to speak better Tur-
kish is that I have a kid and I need to be able to communicate with his surroundings 
in a way that he would be able to become a part of it. So the kid is the strongest factor 
that forced me to speak Turkish.

-

A positive thing that surprised me… They like children a lot. They are very friendly 

have to care about mum with baby-carriage but they help you anyway. Sometimes it 
even gets strange or bothering. For example, when my daughter was small, I turned 
and saw how somebody took her from her carriage and I felt quite uncomfortable with 
that. And that was not the only case. But you get used to that and those few extra 

open, more positive that in the Czech Republic.

-

Once we stayed here for Christmas with my husband as I was close to the birth 

here and we stayed here for Christmas. For us, Christians, Christmas is an important 
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day in a year. Here 24th December is a normal working day and the only thing that 
is Christmassy is maybe Starbucks where they play carols but otherwise it is an ordi-
nary day. As I said, the Turks have a different nature. They are livelier; sometimes in 
a positive, sometimes in a negative way. 
differences based on the fact I am from other country. The life here is very similar. 
People go to work, have families, care about their families, come home, have to take 

it is very similar. : 
I think it is a totally different world. As I said already, Turkey has its own style of 
living. I think how the Turks always say how they advance, how they are the same as 
Europeans, it is not true. I think they have it rooted in their heads. For example girls 
cannot wear short skirts, as it would be frowned upon and the mums have to stay at 

in the street alone in the night as it would be a disgrace. -

The concept of family is different here for sure. As my husband is 32 years 

family. Although they have high positions in their companies, they still stay with 
their family, their moms iron for them and so on. This is a crucial thing. They are not 
independent. And they would still call their moms, whether they are coming home for 

I have a lot of acquaintances, but acquaintances are not friends. 
-

I have struggled to make Turkish friends among girls for four 

-

They have one way they behave in front of their parents, where they have to act like 
virgins and be the nicest and kindest, and then they have a second way, where they 

-

Experience of other expats was important for me as an 
expat. From the start I had sought other foreigners and then I reached a stage when I 
started to contact compatriots. I reported my address and contact at the consulate and 
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so I started to receive invitations for certain events. There I met fellow countrymen 
with whom I stayed in contact and I was there when we started compatriot society 
that I presided over and I think I know at least three quarters of Czech citizens, who 
live here, at least those in Istanbul. Either I do personally, or at least virtually. With 
some of them I am in personal contact. Actually, I have some friends here, so now I 
have kind of fellow countrymen community here. 

-

There is not much of a fully-

my own needs.

-

right people. There are such people that are educated and have some values. But it 
depends a lot on political situation.

: I try to follow their rules and proceed according 
Three 

-

I have started to be more interested in it than ever before, as it is basically interesting 
to learn new customs and so on. But I prefer to watch it from a distance. That is 

typical Turk.

Summary
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