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Support for reading literacy in the mother tongue and foreign 
language

Text comprehension



300

Divergent thinking and ambiguity tolerance



301



302

Intervention in teaching foreign language  

reading
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Intervention programme for teaching  

English reading

The English Reading Comprehension Intervention Program

Intervention Program

The Program 

The Intervention Program
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Application of the Intervention Program

Intervention Program
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Intervention Program

The English Reading Comprehension Intervention Program

Million dollar homepage 

The Loch Ness Monster - behind the myth 
I want to be an actor 

 A brief history of time 
Living 

above the shop 
The history of rap

The 
girl I followed

There 
was once a whole world in the scarecrow 

Curi-
ous incident of a dog in the night-time

Table 1 
Methodology guidelines for teacher (example)
Unit 
Focus Divergent thinking and ambiguity tolerance 
Duration
Topic
Title of the text
Text type
Material
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Procedure A. Introduction

Warm-up activity THE BEST TITLE

Aim:

Social form:
Teaching aids:
Duration:

Instruction:

O.K., today we are going to be a bit creative. I have brought for you some 
copies of photographs but without a title. This will be your task. So form 
groups of four and as soon as you get the photographs in your group, 
look at them. Each member of the group has to write down a suggestion 
for the title of each of the photographs. Then, share, discuss and defend 
your ideas/opinions with the group, but you must end up just with one 
conclusion - the agreed title for each photograph. You have 4 minutes 
to do so. ... Now, let’s listen to your suggestions. Group no. 1, who will 
tell us what you have agreed on? ...O.K., write your titles on the black-/
white-board under the photographs. ....So we have 4/5/6 different titles 
for each photograph. But which one do you like most? We are going to 

O.K., seven votes. Next one, title two, who likes this one? Hands up. 
... Oh, just three votes. etc. ... So, the winning titles are: ... Who has 
suggested this one? ... Congratulations.
B. Main part

Pre-reading 
activity 

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF ...

Aim:

Social form:
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Teaching aids:
Duration:

Instruction:
Form groups of four. Each group will be given a number of strips of paper 
to write on. Take your worksheets and read the sentence which you will 

I’d never  if anything  to her because I didn’t 
go to meet her.

And divide these four questions between each other:
a) Where should they meet?
b) Why should they meet?
c) What kept the person from going to meet her?
d) What could happen to her?

Each person in the group chooses just one question to answer and writes 
down (on the pieces of paper) as many answers to the question as s/he 
can think about. You have 3 minutes to do that. Now share your ideas in 
the group, discuss the suggested answers and choose the best matching 
possibilities (answers to question a-d) to create a story. You have 3 
minutes to do that. Finished? So, let’s listen to your stories. The other 

“happy end” or a “sad end”.

While-reading 
activity 

READING THE TEXT AND IDENTIFICATION OF THE NARRATOR 

Aim:

Social form:
Teaching aids:
Duration:  

Instruction:
Read the text . While reading, try to think about 
the person in the title of the text addressed as “I.” You have 3 minutes to 

So, what do you think about the mystery “I” person? Who is s/he? What 

Why do you think so?

What were the thoughts/memories of the “I” character when s/he:
noticed “the girl,”
followed “the girl”?
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After-reading 
activity

DISCUSSION ABOUT THE AUTHOR AND LITERARY GENRE 

Aim:

Social form:
Teaching aids: none
Duration:

Instruction:
The text you have just read is from the book The House of Stairs written by 
Ruth Rendell under the pen name of Barbara Vine. The story takes place 
in London in the 1960s.  is her third psychological 
thriller, a modern masterpiece of the crime genre. 
Do you know this author? Have you read any book written by Barbara 
Vine? Which one? Did you like it? And how about the crime genre and 
thrillers, do you like reading books written in this genre? Have you read 
any book written in this genre? ... Who likes it? Hands up. ... What 
book(s) have you read? Who is its/their author? Do you have a favourite 
author writing thrillers?

C. Final part

Final activity THRILLING THOUGHTS

Aim:

Social form:

Teaching aids:
Duration:
Instruction:

Take the worksheets again and read the text in the task THRILLING 
THOUGHTS advertising the book The House of Stairs. ... 

Trailer:
Lizzie hasn’t seen her old friend, Bell, for some fourteen years, but when 
she spots her from a taxi in a London street, she jumps out and pursues 
her despite “all the terrible things” that passed between them. As Lizzie 
reveals those events, little by little, the women rekindle their friendship, 
with terrifying results...

Who is Lizzie? Do you think the advertising trailer is well-written? 
Would you buy or borrow the book from the library to read it after 
reading this text?

Now, think about the expression “terrifying results” in the text. What is 
hidden behind these words in the text of the book? Can you imagine some 
situations, events? 
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Let’s go back to the expression “terrifying results”. What are your 
feelings, thoughts, emotions, images when you read such words? Do you 
experience any fears, stress, tensions? ... Now, go back again to the text 
you have read and underline thrilling words/expressions/sentences in it. 
What makes the text thrilling? How does the author achieve the thrilling 
effect of the text on the reader? You have 3 minutes to do that. Then you 
will present what you have underlined and tell us why.

 
I saw a woman I 

know, a woman I used to know, I have to talk to her,
the sky 

was red, with heavy, dark clouds,
after all the terrible 

things
Resources The House of Stairs,

Source:

 

Fig. 1. 
Source:
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Fig. 2. 
Source:

Unit 8: Text 

The Girl I Followed

her? 
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The House of Stairs,

Conclusion
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